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PRESENTATION
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• LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROPOSED
DEPARTMENT  OF PEACE AND
NONVIOLENCE
– FRANK GOETZ, LWV Wheaton

• Why a Dept. of Peace and Nonviolence?
– PATTY KUDERER, The Peace Alliance

• Details & Status of HR 808 Dept of Peace and
Nonviolence Act



Why a Dept. of Peace and
Nonviolence?

• VIOLENCE REDUCTION
• PEACEMAKING CREDIBILITY

• NEW PEACEBUILDING TOOLS
• A MESSAGE “WE GET IT!”
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Country 1999/2000 2006
Great Britain 83 % 56 %

France 62 % 39 %
Germany 78 % 37 %

Spain 50 % 23 %
Indonesia 75% 30 %

Turkey 52 % 12 %
Japan 77% 63 %



HR 808 Department  of Peace
and Nonviolence Act

• DEPARTMENT OF PEACE AND
NONVIOLENCE

• SECRETARY OF PEACE AND
NONVIOLENCE

• PEACE ACADEMY
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STUDY PROPOSAL
• PROPOSAL

– Should LWVUS initiate a study to consider the
establishment of a U.S. Department of Peace and
Nonviolence?

• PROPOSAL RATIONALE
– Adoption of legislation such as the current bill, H.R.

808 (110th Congress), would create a cabinet level
Secretary of Peace and create an Academy of Peace,
as a sister organization to the United States Military
Academy at West Point.  With this structural change
in our government, the root causes of both domestic
and international conflicts would be addressed pro-
actively using demonstrated effective best practices 6



STUDY PROPOSAL
• BACKGROUND

– In the 21st Century, we must pursue peace actively, both
domestically and internationally.

– We must apply the techniques of conflict resolution to reduce
the risk of wars and to minimize violence against innocents:
children, civilians, communities, tribes, and nations.

– This will lead to more peaceful communities and nations, to
an improved quality of life, and to enormous benefits in tax
savings.

– The idea for the establishment of a U.S. Department of Peace
and Nonviolence can be traced back to debates by the
framers of the U.S. Constitution. An essay on the
establishment of a peace office was written in 1792 by Dr.
Benjamin Rush, a physician, educator, and signer of the
Declaration of Independence.
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STUDY PROPOSAL

• CONS - Why would the LWVUS not do this
study?
– Study not needed
– LWV lobbies on current related  positions
– Contention for resources
– Possible Increase to PMP
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STUDY PROPOSAL
• PROS -Why should LWVUS do this study?

– No Better Time Than Now
– Increase National Discussion on Peace &

Nonviolence Issues
– Increase Awareness of LWV
– Promote Public Positions of LWVUS

Arms Control Death Penalty
Early Intervention for Children at Risk Education
Gun Control Health Care
International Relations
Military Policy/Defense Spending Violence

Prevention
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DISCUSSION
• What should we care about, for the future?
• Before elections, people say they care about certain

issues. But if they lose their homes or jobs,  then “it’s
the  economy stupid” becomes the issue they rally
behind.

• If we don’t find new ways to peace, we may have no
need  for civil liberties, which is where current LWV
priorities are.  We  could  be just lucky to be  alive,
scrambling for survival.

• If there were war, then  peace and survival  would be
the first  things that we would care about.  BEFORE we
have another war, we must find a better way.

• The world is looking at the U.S.
– What are our intentions – are we REALLY for PEACE?

• Let’s do this study, and find  out if there is a better
way-if we can create peace, avoid war, and reduce the
violence that is a plague on our society.



CONCLUSIONS
WHY SHOULD THE LWV U.S. DO THIS STUDY?
WE NEED TO KNOW

– more about the pros & cons of setting up a new government
department

–  what the current government agency responsibilities are
for those functions  that are proposed to be in the
Department and in the Academy

– if we can expect improvements
• near term (a year)
•  in  the mid term (5 years)
• in the long term (beyond 5 years)

WE NEED TO KNOW
–  …so many things.

HOW  WILL  WE FIND OUT WHAT WE NEED  TO KNOW BEFORE
WE, AS INDIVIDUALS, AND WE, AS THE LEAGUE,  CAN
SUPPORT OR NOT SUPPORT THESE IDEAS???



BY STUDYING IT!

THIS IS THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

WAY!

12



NEXT STEPS
• STRAW POLL - TAKE TO CONVENTION

FLOOR?
• Yes?

• WHO WILL SPEAK FOR THE STUDY
PROPOSAL

– SIGN UP
• WHO WILL WORK ON NATIONAL STUDY?

– SIGN UP

• No?
• WHAT ARE OBJECTIONS?

– TO THE STUDY?
– TO THE DEPT. OF PEACE AND NONVIOLENCE

• WOULD A MODIFIED PROPOSAL CHANGE
YOUR MIND?

– WHAT CHANGES ?
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Links on LWV Wheaton Website

• LWV OF WHEATON
– http://www.wheatonlwvil.org

• THE PEACE ALLIANCE
– http://www.thepeacealliance.org/

• CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL
– http://www.cdc.gov/
– http://www.cdc.gov/InjuryViolenceSafety/
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PEACE


