Wheaton League of Women Voters
P.O. Box 1026
Wheaton, IL 60187
Change service requested.

Important Dates:
Early voting − March 17- April 2
Consolidated Elections − April 7
National Popular Vote Consensus Meeting − April 16
Annual Meeting − May 21

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages the
informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.
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Presidents’ Message
April 2009

IT’s SPRING!!!!! And J.S. Bach has celebrated his 324th birthday! Robins are chirping
happily and new skateboarders are taking their share of tumbles! So, let’s celebrate Spring!
We go to the polls on the 7th to elect City Council, School Bd., Township officials and the
College of DuPage Trustees. These are all very important positions which are filled by those in
our Community who will be making decisions, some not easy ones, which will affect all of us in
one way or another. So, GET OUT THE VOTE!
Speaking of this, thank you to GWEN WHARTON and her committee, Sue Davison and
Charlotte Murphy for the tremendous Candidates’ Forum last month. This undoubtedly was one
of the most involved Forums we have ever provided, so special thanks to the committee. Also,
we want to thank the Wheaton Chamber of Commerce Government chair, Bill Edgar, for his
help in making the evening a success. The Forum has been playing on Wheaton’s Cable TV CH
10 on two days each week and I have heard from folks in the Community who appreciate the
rebroadcast. Thanks to Gary White for his work for the Community in this way. Also, thank
you to Barb Deli for printing the table name signs.
And a HUGE thank you to DIANE NIESMAN and her Environment Action Committee for
planning the presentation for the March meeting, Issues of Nuclear Waste Disposal. Moe
Headington gave all of us much to think about as well as providing some very stimulating
discussion that evening. I have re read the LWVUS position about Nuclear Issues and still have
more to digest, so I encourage you to read this position for yourselves so you can easily discuss
the issue with your friends and neighbors over coffee. Hmmmm!
Please read the background information in the VOTER on NPV which will be the subject for
discussion in the April meeting. It is a LWVUS consensus meeting and Beth O’Malley has put
together a study committee which will present the background, pros and cons after which we will
come to consensus. See the Announcement page in the VOTER for more information.
I want to thank the local Convention committees for their work as we prepare for the Annual
Meeting. Their reports are in this issue of the VOTER for your reading. Thanks to Bylaws
chair, Martha Barmantje, Nominating chair, Nancy Bielawski and Budget chair, Mary
Shuemaker. Barb Pape has planned for a wonderful place in town for the gathering, so do come
and invite a friend who might be interested in the League as well.
Keep up your good work in all League is doing. I am very thankful for all!!
Jan
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1. In preparation for the APRIL 16th National Popular Vote Consensus Meeting, please look at
the LWVUS web site and read the background materials which is printed there. Also, read
IMPACT ON ISSUES, the LWV US positions publication, on Representative Government from
pages 6-23.
2 Consult IMPACT ON ISSUES either online or by reading the hard copy for the LWVUS
position on Nuclear Issues found on pages 51-54 for background in the League on the
presentation we had in March by Moe Headington. This is a position on which many of us might
not be informed and certainly we should be.
3. April is Environment Awareness Month. The City has many opportunities for us to take
advantage of in regards to many aspects of protecting our environment.
4. The Board has reviewed two policies, the Diversity Policy which was approved in the March
Board meeting and the Non-Partisan Policy which was amended to include public officials in the
exclusion from the League Board. The latter seemed prudent in that there might well be
conflicts of interests which would be a violation of the non-partisan policies of the League.
5. The ANNUAL MEETING of the Wheaton LWV will be held on Thursday, May 21st. The
various committee reports are in this VOTER for your examination and will be voted upon at the
Annual Meeting, the League’s Annual Convention. Please read them and be ready to vote after
discussion that evening. We look forward to a great evening which may even have a surprise or
two. Get ready!!!
6. Our sympathy goes to Barb Deli in the recent passing of her daughter, Ann Miller.
7. Ruth Riha recently was hospitalized following a backwards fall, injuring her back. She is
recovering at home and is keeping the pain in check with her wonderful attitude. Get well soon,
Ruth.
8. Pete O’Malley recently underwent surgery to correct a problem he has dealt with for some
time. Get well soon, Pete.
9. THANKS to BARB PAPE for managing the LWVIL Phonathon in which the Wheaton
League participated. We are not sure of the amount of contributions to the LWVIL will have
been pledged, but we did our best. Thanks to all who participated.
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Background for the National Popular Vote Compact
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=National_Popular_Vote_Compact&Tem
The League has a long-standing position in support of the direct election of the president by
popular vote. Now, League members have the opportunity to consider whether to support the
National Popular Vote Compact (NPV Compact) as a viable process to achieve that result. The
NPV Compact would avoid the need for a constitutional amendment abolishing the Electoral
College (EC), and would assure that the individual receiving the most votes would become
president.
The NPV Compact proposal uses the mechanism of the EC. States that legislatively enact the
NPV Compact would agree that their state electors would vote for the individual that received
the most votes nationwide. Thus, the popular vote count from all 50 states and the District of
Columbia would be added together. State elections officials in all states participating would
award their electoral votes to the presidential candidate who receives the largest number of
popular votes.
This alternative method of assigning a state's EC votes would take effect only when enacted by
states collectively possessing a majority of the electoral votes. This 270-vote threshold also
corresponds essentially to states representing a majority of the people of the United States.
The plan includes procedural provisions to help assure smooth functioning of the agreement –
conditions that deal with states deciding to withdraw from the Compact at the last moment,
enforcement issues and recounts.
Currently four states have passed legislation to enact the NPV Compact.
There are pros and cons to this plan, which are discussed in full in papers found on the LWVUS
Web site. Summaries of these papers are also available. League members can learn more about
the plan from these sources and consider its ramifications at consensus meetings across the
country. Be sure to participate! Who better than the League to be ready to speak to this goodgovernment issue?
To prepare for the consensus meeting, please read the complete version of this paper
(available at www.lwv.org) by the LWVUS National Popular Voter Compact Study
Committee.
© 2008 by the League of Women Voters of the United States
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The League of Woman Voters of Wheaton invites members and guest to its
annual meeting and dinner Thursday, May 21st, 2009
6:30pm social time 7:15pm dinner

CAFÉ GALICIA
SOPA DE ALUBIAS NEGRAS
Black bean soup
ENSALADA DE GALICIA
Tomato, avocado and fresh mozzarella served with mixed greens and
pesto vinaigrette
CANELON A LA NAVARRA
Pasta sheet filled with crabmeat, vegetables and creamy lobster
vinaigrette
POLLO AL LIMON
Half-roasted chicken served with sautéed green beans, Spanish
potatoes and lemon rosemary sauce
MONTADITOS DE CERDO
Grilled pork medallions served on garlic bread with caramelized
onions and piquillo sauce
QUESO DE CABRA AL VINO TINTO
Tomato basil sauce topped with rosemary drunk goat cheese and
garlic bread
PESTINOS DE CHOCOLATE
Puff pastry with chocolate ice cream topped with bittersweet
chocolate and hazelnuts
PLATANOS DE GALICIA
Caramelized bananas served with pistachios and chocolate ice cream
Coffee, Tea, Soft Drinks included
Cash bar
Served family style, tax and gratuity included, $30.00 per person.
Please return lower portion of this form to Barbara Pape
By Thursday, May 14th with a check made payable to:
LWV Wheaton
********************************************************
Name: ______________________________________________
Total number of diners

April 2009
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LWV Wheaton Proposed Budget 2009-10
Expenses

2008-09
Budget

General Administration
E1 President
E2 Board Tools - Board notebooks
Administrative Committee
E3 Finance - Costs of Finance Drive
E4 Membership - Copies of "Impact
on Issues"
E5 Public Relations -Web site fee
Operating Costs
E6 Insurance - Bought through
State League
E7 General Supplies
E8 Printing - VOTER, Membership
Book, Programs
E9 Postage - P.O. Box, VOTER,
Misc. Mailings
Delegates and Travel
E10 National/State Conventions Send President
E11 Workshops and Regionals
Programs and Activities
E12 Publications
E13 League Issues - DC Voting
Rights
E15 General Meetings/Programs Opening Meeting
E16 Voter Service
E17 Action
E18 Special Events - to pay a
speaker
E19 Space Rental
E21 Annual Dinner - To pay
restaurant
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2009-10
Budget

100.00

100.00

300.00

300.00

300.00

300.00

0.00

0.00

160.00

160.00

125.00

125.00

Change

0.00
4,500.00

3,000.00

1,150.00

1,150.00

2,000.00

2,500.00

200.00

200.00

100.00

100.00

-1,500.00

+500

0.00
500.00

600.00

100.00

100.00

75.00

75.00

100.00

100.00

50.00

50.00

0.00

0.00
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E22 State Study Proposal Immigration Study

0.00

Affiliations
E23 DuPage County League Dues
E24 State per Member Payment $28 per person
E25 National per Member Payment $29.20 per person
E26 Greater Wheaton Chamber
E27 Lake Michigan ILO - Monitor
condition of water
Total Expenditures

0.00

0.00

2,600.00

2,366.00

-234.00

2,900.00

2,467.00

-433.00

175.00

175.00

25.00

25.00

15,460.00

13,893.00

-1,567.00

LWV Wheaton Proposed Budget 2009-10

Revenue
R1 Dues
R2 Member Contributions
R3 Non-Member Contributions
R4 Fund Raisers
R5 Checking Account Interest
R6 Money Market Interest
R7 CD Interest
R8 Carryover
R9 Education Fund LWV US
R10 Annual Dinner
Total Revenues

2008-09
Budget

2009-10
Budget

Change

5,500.00
1,500.00
4,000.00
700.00
0.00
25.00
200.00
3,535.00
0.00
0.00

4,833.00
1,500.00
4,000.00
700.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
2,860.00
0.00
0.00

-667.00

15,460.00

13,893.00

-1567.00

-25.00
-200.00
-675.00

Next year State dues will be raised to $28 and National dues will be raised to
$29.20, for a total of $57.20 per member. To cover these costs, we propose a
raise in dues to $60 per person and $90 per household.
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By- Laws Committee Report
The By-Laws committee has proposed the following revisions, to be voted upon at the
Annual Dinner:
Current:
ARTICLE VI
Financial Administration
Section 2. Dues. Dues shall be payable upon initial joining of the League and thereafter
annually on the first of April or the first of October, whichever date follows the month in which
the member initially joined. Any member who fails to pay the dues within two months after they
become payable shall be dropped from the membership rolls. Any proposed change in the
amount of dues shall be submitted in writing to the membership at least one month before the
Annual Meeting. Approval of a change shall be by a 2/3 vote of members present and voting at
the Annual Meeting. When two members reside at the same address in a common household,
their combined dues shall be equal to one and a half times the amount of dues for an individual.
Proposed:
ARTICLE VI
Financial Administration
Section 2. Dues. Dues shall be payable upon initial joining of the League and thereafter
annually on the first of April or the first of October, whichever date follows the month in which
the member initially joined on the first of September. Members who join after January 31st
will pay one-half the annual dues for that year. Any member who fails to pay the dues within
two months after they become payable shall be dropped from the membership rolls. Any
proposed change in the amount of dues shall be submitted in writing to the membership at least
one month before the Annual Meeting. Approval of a change shall be by a 2/3 vote of members
present and voting at the Annual Meeting. When two members reside at the same address in a
common household, their combined dues shall be equal to one and a half times the amount of
dues for an individual.
Current:
ARTICLE VIII
Nominations and Elections
Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of five members,
two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chairman and two members, who
shall not be members of the Board, shall be elected at the Annual Meeting. Nominations for
these offices shall be made by the current Nominating Committee. The other members shall be
appointed by the Board of Directors immediately following the Annual Meeting. Suggestions
for nominations for Officers and Directors may be sent to this committee by any voting member.
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Section 2. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from the Floor. The report of the
Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors, and members of the
succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent to all members at least one month before the
date of the Annual Meeting. Individuals may also send suggestions to the Chairman of the
Nominating Committee. The Chairman of the Nominating Committee shall request suggestions
at least three months before the selection of nominees. The report of the Nominating Committee
shall be presented at the Annual Meeting. Immediately following the presentation of this report,
nominations may be made from the floor by any voting member provided the consent of the
nominee shall have been secured.
Proposed:
ARTICLE VIII
Nominations and Elections
Section 1. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of five members,
two of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The Chairman and two members, who
shall not be members of the Board, shall be elected at the Annual Meeting. Nominations for
these offices shall be made by the current Nominating Committee. The other members shall be
appointed by the Board of Directors immediately following the Annual Meeting. The
Chairman of the Nominating Committee shall request suggestions at least three months
before the selection of nominees. Suggestions for nominations for Officers and Directors may
be sent to this committee by any voting member.
Section 2. Report of Nominating Committee and Nominations from the Floor. The report of the
Nominating Committee of its nominations for Officers, Directors, and members of the
succeeding Nominating Committee shall be sent to all members at least one month before the
date of the Annual Meeting. Individuals may also send suggestions to the Chairman of the
Nominating Committee. The report of the Nominating Committee shall be presented at the
Annual Meeting. Immediately following the presentation of this report, nominations may be
made from the floor by any voting member provided the consent of the nominee shall have been
secured.
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Nominating Committee Report
The Nominating Committee places the following candidates in nomination for two-year terms
(unless otherwise designated) on the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of
Wheaton:
For President:

Missey Wilhelm

For Vice President:

Roberta Jacobson

For Vice President: (1 yr)

Denise Niesman

For Secretary:

Liz Quigg

The following Director positions are for two years:
Joan Fefferman
Allene Harding
Charlotte Murphy
Diane Niesman
Olga Rammer
The following Director position is off board for one year:
Carol Honeywell
The following are nominees for the 2009 Nominating Committee:
Barb Pape, Chair
Mary Shuemaker
Gwen Wharton
Respectfully Submitted,
2009 Nominating Committee
Nancy Bielawski, Chair
Susanna Davison
Louise Florian
Barb Pape
Mary Shuemaker
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Workgroup Synopsis
Environment

Diane Niesman

The Environment Group would like to know what subject most interests the Wheaton League's
members. Is it global warming, recycling, air pollution, water pollution, etc? Please email your
favorite environmental subject to Di Niesman so the group can get a head start on our 2010
program.
Viable Downtown Wheaton Carol Honeywell
Viable downtown group is looking forward to heading up a survey of Wheaton residents
concerning the downtown area and its future. .
Health Care

Sue Davison

The Health Care Committee was represented by Gwen Wharton at a community conversation
held Wednesday, March 18, to assist DuPage County Health Department develop their next 5year plan. The committee will meet later in the month to discuss this IPLAN (Illinois Project for
Local Assessment of Needs) process. Currently our local health position is "support for
improved access to health care in our community and for improved coordination of preventive
health services."

Meeting Highlights
Please see http://www.wheaton.il.us/government/councilhighlights for highlights on some of the
actions taken at Wheaton City Council meetings.
Please see http://www.cusd200.org/board_of_education/highlights.htm for District 200 school
board meeting highlights.
Please see http://www.cod.edu/adminstr/boardmin.htm for the minutes of the COD Board of
Trustee meetings.
Please see http://www.wheatonparkdistrict.com/pgs/about/bmeetings.html for minutes of
Wheaton Park District meetings.
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