Wheaton League of Women Voters
P.O. Box 1026
Wheaton, IL 60187
Change service requested.

Important Dates:

Annual Meeting − May 21
Send your reservation to Barb Pape by May 14th

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages the
informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

DAY

DATE

TIME

EVENT

Thursday

May 7

7:00

Board Meeting

Thursday

May 21

6:30

Annual Meeting - Café Galicia
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Presidents’ Message
May 2009

And sure enough, April showers did bring May flowers! The magnolias, daffodils, tulips,
hyacinths and even violets are in great shape. So let’s get on with our work!
The National Popular Vote consensus meeting was one challenging bit of work understanding
what this means for the Country in electing our Presidents every four years. The study
committee, Roberta Jacobson, Joan Fefferman and Tom Kay did their part explaining the
ramifications and facts associated with the pros and cons of the issue as well as filling in the
background information. It was important for us all to concentrate and sort out whether the pro
side or con side made a difference or whether we could not reach consensus on a question. For
newer members, this being a National League study, the study materials came to us and all
leagues around the Country after the National study committee did the research and supplied the
results of that to all Leagues. The consensus questions were the same for all and the study papers
were the same for all.
LWVUS positions can be found in IMPACT ON ISSUES, hard copies or online and I encourage
every member to read the positions little by little and become acquainted with what League
stands for on all kinds of issues. On page 18 & 19 of the 2006-2008 issue you will be able to
read the “Selection of the President” position and will see we have a position to abolish the
Electoral College and that “the direct-popular-vote method for electing the President and VicePresident is essential to representative government.”
So, this National Popular Vote study if adopted by National would lead us onward towards the
abolition of the Electoral College, but would skirt the amendment to the U.S. Constitution
process. Let’s wait and see how the consensus around the Country comes in.
As of this writing, my head is still swirling from playing host to a forum on gun violence
prevention which was geared mainly to the high school students of the area. The presentation
was sponsored by the IL Campaign for Gun Violence Prevention as well as the LWVIL and our
league, LWV Naperville and G.E. league. The League of Voters at Wheaton North had worked
alongside of the Campaign in planning for the event. These kind of events can bring many
unknown aspects to the forefront and I imagine anything to do with legislation around gun
controls might well be one of the most explosive [no pun intended] of issues. We did find this to
be true at the forum.
The ANNUAL MEETING IS NEXT!! THURSDAY, MAY 21st is the date. Café Galicia is the
place and the time is 6:30 p.m. Contact Barb Pape to make your reservations or check your April
VOTER for the announcement and reservation slip to send back to her with the dollars. We have
lots of surprises in store, including a special honor being given to one of our members. Also we
have to adopt the budget, by laws changes and elect the new board.
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Speaking of the latter, this is my final letter to you in my term as President. What a privilege it
has been to serve the Wheaton League these past four years. I couldn’t be more proud of all you
have accomplished by working together on so many projects. We now have 7 Action groups
active in addition to many of you working with various coalitions related to these committees.
The Board has been absolutely great, always at the ready and completing the various tasks in
good time. People have taken off board jobs, one-time jobs and ongoing jobs so willingly. I
have not ever (and I mean never) felt someone turned down a job with anything but a gracious
reason for not being able to accomplish whatever it meant. That is terrific and remarkable. I am
sure leaders of any organization would wish for that kind of a membership.
We have increased the membership and even won an award from LWVIL for our increase.
Participation in league meetings has always been tops, no matter what the weather! Para league
groups such as Great Decisions have nearly maxed out Betty Bradshaw’s home and they even
have grown through the studies of the heavy issues in foreign policies.
I have stressed that League is now in the implementation stage, meaning we are taking the
positions off the pages and working at carrying out activity and advocacy to make those
positions a reality. That would make our founders proud!! Keep up the good work! As is said,
Rome was not built in a day! No one knows that more than we League women and men.
Speaking of men in League, we have our first elected man Board member ever in our Unit. In
fact, Frank Goetz even represented our League at National Convention last June, bringing the
proposed study to establish a Dept. of Peace in the US Cabinet before the body for consideration.
Wow! I know it didn’t get adopted, but remember “Rome…”
One of the greatest happenings in these four years is the formation of the League of Voters at
Wheaton North High School!!! Members Joan and Robert Fefferman’s daughter, Ann,
envisioned an opportunity open to high school students for greater understanding of public
policy and public good and put together this new organization when she was a Junior and now
three years later the LOV has continued to flourish with new leaders and new members
continuing on with the same vision. This is remarkable.
Well, there are, and should be, many more accomplishments to acknowledge, but space and your
concentration need to be respected. So let me just say, Thank you for allowing me to spend this
time as leader of the band for the Wheaton League. It has been quite a ride and I hope you all
enjoyed it as well. Now we look forward to the next leaders and I know you will be very
anxious to keep on Making Democracy Work through this League.
As ever,
Jan
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The League of Woman Voters of Wheaton invites members and guest to its
annual meeting and dinner Thursday, May 21st, 2009
6:30pm social time 7:15pm dinner

CAFÉ GALICIA
SOPA DE ALUBIAS NEGRAS
Black bean soup
ENSALADA DE GALICIA
Tomato, avocado and fresh mozzarella served with mixed greens and
pesto vinaigrette
CANELON A LA NAVARRA
Pasta sheet filled with crabmeat, vegetables and creamy lobster
vinaigrette
POLLO AL LIMON
Half-roasted chicken served with sautéed green beans, Spanish
potatoes and lemon rosemary sauce
MONTADITOS DE CERDO
Grilled pork medallions served on garlic bread with caramelized
onions and piquillo sauce
QUESO DE CABRA AL VINO TINTO
Tomato basil sauce topped with rosemary drunk goat cheese and
garlic bread
PESTINOS DE CHOCOLATE
Puff pastry with chocolate ice cream topped with bittersweet
chocolate and hazelnuts
PLATANOS DE GALICIA
Caramelized bananas served with pistachios and chocolate ice cream
Coffee, Tea, Soft Drinks included
Cash bar
Served family style, tax and gratuity included, $30.00 per person.
Please send your reservation and payment to Barbara Pape
By Thursday, May 14th with a check made payable to:
LWV Wheaton
********************************************************
Name: ______________________________________________
Total number of diners
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Workgroup Synopsis
Education

Carol Elias

The Education Committee meets monthly, with the last meeting April 22, 2009 at 12:30 PM at
Carol Elias' house. Committee members have been attending School Board Meetings and
gathering information regarding the District's Budget and their Finance Committee
recommendations. We are suggesting that the Wheaton LWV have a program at one of our first
Fall meetings to update members and the public on Education issues.
Environment

Diane Niesman

The March program about the dangers of transporting nuclear waste for reprocessing, presented
by Maureen Headington, was well attended and well received.
To learn more, contact Maureen at moeteam@comcast.net. She is a wealth of information, as for
two years she has been actively and successfully engaged in convincing municipal governments
in Illinois to pass resolutions against transportation of nuclear wastes. Also, a useful website is
the Union of Concerned Scientists at http://www.ucsusa.org/
Healthcare

Sue Davison & Gwen Wharton

The Wheaton League of Women Voters was represented by Gwen Wharton at DuPage County's
first I-PLAN 2015 (Illinois Project for Local Assessment of Needs) meeting on March 18. This
was the Local Public Health System Assessment sponsored by the DuPage County Health
Department. By state statute every Illinois certified health department is required to conduct an IPLAN at five-year intervals.
The agenda for this meeting addressed the "Ten Essential Public Health Services" that are
needed to assure that the health needs of communities are adequately met. The ten services
discussed in depth were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Monitor Health Status to Identify Community Health Problems
Diagnose and Investigate Health Problems and Health Hazards in the Community
Inform, Educate and Empower People about Health Issues
Mobilize Community Health Partnerships to Identify and Solve Health Problems
Develop Policies and Plans to Support Individual and Community Health Efforts
Enforce Laws and Regulations that Protect Health and Ensure Safety
Link People to Needed Personal Health Services and Assure the Provision of Healthcare
When Otherwise Unavailable
8. Assure a Competent Public and Personal Health Care Workforce
9. Evaluate Effectiveness, Accessibility, and Quality of Personal and Population-Based.
Services
10. Research for New Insights and Innovative Solutions to Health Problems
Several hundred community partners attended this assessment. They included those from the
League of Women Voters, doctors, and workers from police and fire departments, colleges,
churches, hospitals, health services and social services (for citizens of all ages). Everyone
worked together to assess local health services. We divided into groups of interest for each of the
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ten services, in order to establish a broad consensus of the current status of each service. We
used the Local Public Health System Assessment Tool, developed for strategic planning
purposes by the Center for Disease Control. We rated sub-categories of the services from optimal
to minimal or no activity, and after much discussion came to a broad consensus.
The Wheaton League's Health Care Committee is well-positioned to observe and influence the
local community health planning process over the coming year. The community and public
health system partners reconvene in January 2010, and I-PLAN 2015 will be implemented in
April 2010. We are privileged to be a part of I-PLAN 2015.
Next year the Healthcare Committee will follow I-PLAN 2015, work on the Social Policy
Position: Mental Health and monitor any new positions from the National League. We are a
small committee and welcome new members.
League of Voters at Wheaton North

Travis Steele, President

On April 21st, the WNHS League of Voters held a Forum on Sensible Laws for Gun Violence
Prevention. Cosponsored by the Illinois Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence and the Wheaton
League of Women Voters, the forum was held at the Wheaton City Hall. We informed the public
on the various ways a citizen can help prevent gun violence with several great speakers,. The
WNHS League of Voters is finishing the school year on a strong note.

Wheaton City Council Highlights
Please see http://www.wheaton.il.us/government/councilhighlights for additional highlights of
Wheaton City Council meetings.
Meeting: April 6, 2009
City Establishes Hubble Steering Committee
To assist the consulting firm chosen to lead the Hubble Middle School site redevelopment
process, the City Council approved the membership of a steering committee. The City of
Wheaton representatives are Councilwoman Liz Corry, Councilman John Prendiville and City
Manager Don Rose. The School District 200 representatives are Board President Andrew
Johnson and Assistant Superintendent of Business Operations Bill Farley. Representing the
Wheaton Park District are Board President Phil Luetkehans and Executive Director Mike
Benard. Manager Tim Rater will represent the Downtown Wheaton Association, and Executive
Director Lisa Bock will represent the Wheaton Chamber. Planning and Zoning Board Member
Neil Pollock will represent the board, and the neighborhood representatives will be David A.
Armbrust, John C. Buckingham and Cheryl Cross.
Residents Appointed to Boards and Commissions
The Council approved the appointment/reappointment of the following residents to City boards
and commissions: John Dalby to a three-year term on the Band Commission; Laurie Oberhelman
and Michael Swindell to three-year terms on the Community Relations Commission; Robert
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Young and Tracy Vought to three-year terms on the Environmental Improvement Commission;
Edith Fitts to a three-year term on the Fine & Cultural Arts Commission; William Simmons to a
three-year term on the Board of Fire & Police Commissioners; Donald Sender to a three-year
term on the Liquor Control Commission; and Julie Fuller to a three-year term on the Sister City
Commission.
Meeting: April 20, 2009
Wheaton to Celebrate Silver Star Banner Day
Wheaton will be among thousands of communities nationwide celebrating
Silver Star Banner Day on May 1 to honor the nation’s servicemen and
servicewomen and their families. Mayor Gresk presented a proclamation to
American Legion Post 76 Commander Steve Fixler. The celebration was
organized by the Silver Star Families of America.
Windy City Warriors Rank Second Nationally
Mayor Gresk presented a proclamation to Western DuPage Special
Recreation Association Coach Stubbeman and the Windy City Warriors
Wheelchair Basketball Team making April 20 “Windy City Warriors
Wheelchair Basketball Team Day” in Wheaton. The team recently won an
unprecedented fourth state title and ranked second in the country at the
Wheelchair Basketball Association Junior Nationals in Denver, Colo.
City Council Approves Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Budget
The Council unanimously approved an ordinance adopting the City of Wheaton Fiscal Year
2009-2010 Budget. A public hearing took place on April 13 regarding the budget, and the
Council and City staff discussed the budget during three public budget workshop sessions. The
budget includes revenues of $73,908,007 (all funds) and expenditures of $75,730,181 (all funds);
with the General Fund having $35,446,421 in revenues and $34,892,764 in expenditures.
Meeting Highlights
Please see http://www.cusd200.org/board_of_education/highlights.htm for District 200 school
board meeting highlights.
Please see http://www.cod.edu/adminstr/boardmin.htm for the minutes of the COD Board of
Trustee meetings.
Please see http://www.wheatonparkdistrict.com/pgs/about/bmeetings.html for minutes of
Wheaton Park District meetings.
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