Wheaton League of Women Voters
P.O. Box 1026
Wheaton, IL 60189
Change service requested.

The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan political organization
that encourages the informed and
active participation of citizens in
government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.

Highlights:
The VOTER is going green – see details inside
September 13 – Autumn Fest
September 18- Salad Supper
September 18 – Deadline for October Voter
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President’s Letter
September 2008
Once again we welcome Fall and all the new beginnings in many aspects of our lives.
Not the least of new beginnings is our new League year!! We have a terrific year of Unit
meetings planned through the good work of Beth O’Malley, program chair. As you no doubt
have realized, the meetings center around issues for which the League has positions and this is
definitely the case once again. In addition there will be candidates’ forums and voter
registrations to facilitate increased participation in the upcoming general election.
Beginning on Thursday, September18 with the SALAD SUPPER at MEMORIAL PARK in
downtown Wheaton, we have a presentation followed by discussion on AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION!! I know we will enjoy the time together over dinner, catching up with our friends and
then engaging our minds in this important issue.
October brings a very important event which keeps our League financially healthy, this being the
FINANCE DRIVE. Missey Wilhelm, the Finance chair, has already put in a lot of work for us
and we must also contribute our time visiting many Wheaton businesses who wish to make a
contribution to our League. We have been very fortunate in the recognition we receive from the
Community for our work here. Stay tuned!
The League board had a terrific orientation session conducted by LWVIL board member, Kim
Reed. One of the questions we were asked to answer was what are our respective goals for our
positions. I since have realized a major goal I have in my final year as President is to bring in
new members and to be intentional about inviting folks to consider joining us as we pursue
researching possibilities of implementing the positions held on all three levels of League. In
addition, I would like us all to be INTENTIONAL in our invitations to increase DIVERSITY in
League to match the diversity of the several Communities we serve. I know the Diversity
committee has been considering this goal and I believe it is imperative to our Unit’s health to
take this seriously.
WELCOME TO THE 2008-2009 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS YEAR!!!
And
I welcome your suggestions and ideas for keeping this League going well!
Jan
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Join us for a

Salad Supper
to kick off our League year!
Thursday, September 18
Memorial Park Building
Wheaton and Union Avenues
6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m. Affirmative Action
Speaker: Dr. Henry Allen
No need to bring anything! Salad and dessert provided!
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VOTER Goes Green
The Wheaton VOTER is going green.
In 2009, the LWV will begin publishing an electronic version of the
VOTER on our website. Why?
• To reduce our carbon footprint.
• To reduce our costs.
Our goal is to eliminate or drastically reduce the number of VOTERs
that are printed and mailed, thus reducing the costs to the environment of
producing, printing and delivering thousands of pieces of paper each
month. Of course, we will also reduce our expenses for printing and
postage, which currently use about 25% of our budget. These are funds
that we think would be better devoted to voter education and services.
We plan to notify everyone via email when a new VOTER is available
online. Therefore, we need your email address. If you have a household
membership, we are happy to send each member an email, so please
provide the second email below.
If you are not a member, or you are a member who is not receiving
“action alerts” from Roberta, please email the following information
to robertajacobson@comcast.net :
•
•
•
•
•

Your Name
Your preferred email address
Your position (i.e., Member, State Senator, Bank President, etc.)
Your mailing address
Your phone number
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WORK GROUPS MONTHLY SYNOPSIS
Diversity

Frank Goetz

The Diversity team has not met during the summer but plans to resume monthly meetings
shortly. Our goal is to increase the diversity of the Wheaton League. We will discuss strategies
for achieving this goal at our first meeting. We are extending an open invitation to all League
members who would like to reach out to diverse groups in DuPage to consider joining our team.
If you would like to know more about our team, please call Frank Goetz at 630-653-0597.
Environment

Diane Niesman

Jan Kay and Diane Niesman sent a letter to the Daily Herald in praise of the Wheaton City
Council's July vote to use permeable pavers to reconstruct an alley in Wheaton. The pavers are
more eco-friendly than concrete.
The Environment Group held a meeting on 8/18/08 to discuss a topic and speaker for the April,
2009 monthly meeting.
REMINDER: Batteries, obsolete c-phones, chargers, or any small electronic device will be
collected at all general meetings
Healthcare

Sue Davison

The Wheaton League's Health Care Committee will resume meeting on August 26. We look
forward to developing a program for the community scheduled for March 19, 2009.
New members are welcome to join in the work of the committee. We are eagerly looking
forward to learning more about the LWVUS' newly adopted program to educate the public on
health care reform proposals as they make their way through the US Congress.
Meanwhile, we continue to monitor health care issues as they are addressed by the presidential
candidates. Everyone interested in John McCain's and Barak Obama's updated positions, and
related news items, can consult the Kaiser Family Foundation's website, http//Health08.org. The
newest news posted on this site is related to a recently released report on HIV/AIDS by the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
League at Wheaton North Travis Steele, President
On August 14th, Wheaton North High School's League of Voters participated in the Freshman
Barbecue and Club Fair in order to raise incoming freshmen awareness of our group. Classes
begin on the 19th, and we hope that the League will have a successful year!
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Wheaton City Council Highlights
http://www.wheaton.il.us/government/councilhighlights/
Meeting: July 21, 2008
Spare Change Donations Can Help Children through Fundraiser
Mayor Gresk presented a proclamation to Dr. Weber honoring the “Make a
Change in a Child’s Life” fundraising event July 21-31, 2008. The
fundraiser encourages participants to collect spare change to be donated to
Children’s Memorial Hospital in conjunction with the Eric and Kathy
Radiothon. Donations can be made at Dr. Weber’s office, 210 W. Willow.
Council Approves Veterans Shelter Expansion
The City Council voted unanimously in favor of approving special use permits to allow the
Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans to expand the shelter from 2,400 to 7,400 square feet
and increase its occupancy to house 15 veterans. The shelter, which is located in the C-4 Central
Business District Perimeter Commercial District, provides basic shelter, psychotherapy, job
training, education, legal assistance and independent living skills for U.S. veterans.
Agreement Established for Wesley Street Bridge
The Council voted unanimously to approve an agreement between the City and the Union Pacific
Railroad to replace the Wesley Street Bridge over the railroad tracks. The City will remove the
existing bridge, which is owned by Union Pacific, and construct a new bridge that will be owned
and maintained by the City. The agreement also identified the financial commitments for Union
Pacific and the City.
Alley Reconstruction Project to Use Permeable Pavers
To reconstruct concrete public alleys in the central business district, the City received bids for
several different options, including the type of material used and the number of alleys to be
constructed during this budget year. The Council voted 4-3 in favor of reconstructing one alley
with permeable pavers, which are designed to be environmentally friendly by providing
stormwater management.
Meeting: Aug. 4, 2008
Proclamation Honors Purple Heart Recipients
Mayor Michael Gresk presented a proclamation to Ken Jacobs, president of
the local Military Order of the Purple Heart chapter. The proclamation
honored Purple Heart recipients and military service members who serve
our nation.
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Council Allows Downtown Development to Move Forward
To allow for the demolition and redevelopment of the Bell Transmission building at 302 W.
Front St. into a retail building, the City Council approved variations to the setback and parking
requirements for the property. The project has been on hold as the developer has waited for the
City to develop new parking guidelines based on the results of a downtown parking survey. The
Council accepted City staff’s recommendation for the developer to pay a fee in lieu of meeting
parking requirements for a C-4 zoned property.
Residents Appointed to Housing Commission
The Council approved the appointment of Thomas Hudock, Elsa Miller and Chris
Ellerman to three-year terms on the Housing Commission.
Meeting: Aug. 18, 2008
Council Honors Wheaton Soldier’s Service
Mayor Michael Gresk presented a proclamation to Army Specialist Thomas
Malmborg, son of Eric and Aynne Malmborg of Wheaton and a graduate of
Glenbard South High School, in recognition of his military service.
Malmborg is serving his first tour of duty in Iraq and received the Iraq
Campaign Ribbon, Overseas Deployment Ribbon, National Defense
Ribbon and the Global War on Terrorism Ribbon. The City Council
thanked him for his service to our nation.
Kiwanis Club to Host Vintage Base Ball Game
In honor of Wheaton’s Sesquicentennial Celebration, Mayor Gresk invited residents to attend the
Kiwanis Club of Wheaton’s Vintage Base Ball Game at Seven Gables Park on Aug. 24. Wheaton
dads will play against the Chicago Salmon Semi-Professional Base Ball Team using 1858 rules
and an authentic 19th century base ball, bases and uniforms. To honor the game, Mayor Gresk
read a proclamation making Aug. 24 Kiwanis Club Vintage Base Ball Day in Wheaton.
Turn Wheaton Green Campaign Highlighted
In following the City Council’s goal to pursue green initiatives, Mayor
Gresk recognized the City of Wheaton’s “Turn Wheaton Green” campaign.
With the purpose of educating residents about environmental issues and
encouraging them to take action, the campaign includes a new section of the
City’s website, programming on City of Wheaton Channel 10, articles in
the City newsletter and other communications materials. Mayor Gresk
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presented a proclamation to Public Relations Coordinator Susan Bishel highlighting the
campaign, and Bishel presented organic cotton T-shirts with the “Turn Wheaton Green” logo to
the Council.
Sept. 20 is Fun Run Day
Chris Wood of the N.E.W. 200 Foundation accepted a proclamation from
Mayor Gresk in honor of the organization’s Fun Run on Sept. 20 at Hubble
Middle School. The foundation supports all of the schools within
Community Unit School District 200 by providing funding for programs
and educational opportunities. The proclamation marks Sept. 20 as “N.E.W.
200 Foundation Fun Run Day” in Wheaton.
Council Authorizes Agreement for Lake Dredging
The City Council voted to authorize a professional engineering services agreement for the
Streams Lake Dredging Project. The project will include the dredging of the Streams Lake
System just west of Creekside Drive.
Ordinance Amending Budget Passed
The Council voted in favor of amending the 2007-2008 budget for several accounting funds in
which the total actual projected expenditures have exceeded the respective budget amounts. All
of the funds have sufficient revenues to pay for the increased expenditures.
Board of Education Highlights
http://www.cusd200.org/board_of_education/highlights.htm
August 13, 2008 - School Service Center
Recognitions & Achievements
Dr. Drury recognized the Wheaton Warrenville South High School men’s volleyball team that
won the IHSA State Championship this past spring. Head coach Bill Schreier and the team were
present, and they received certificates of achievement from the Board of Education.
Dr. Drury introduced and recognized Mark Schmidt, a 2008 graduate of Wheaton Warrenville
South High School. Mark earned a number of awards and achievements during his high school
career, including being state champion in speech. Representatives from the Illinois State Board
of Education were present to award Mark with a resolution from the State Board for his
achievement in the National Poetry Out Loud competition.
Greg Gauthier, a 2008 WNHS graduate, and Curt Peterson, a 2008 WWSHS graduate, were
among the five high school students who represented the State of Illinois against teams from 27
other states to win the first prize in the 21st annual Panasonic Academic Challenge. This premier
high school academic competition was held at the Walt Disney World’s Contemporary Hotel in
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Orlando. This is the 2nd consecutive year that Illinois has won this championship. Greg Gauthier
was chosen to the All American Team for the second consecutive year, and he is only the third
student in the history of the competition to receive this honor two years in a row. Each of the
students received a $2500 scholarship. The team answered questions in subjects that included
math, science, language arts, social studies, fine arts, foreign languages and technology.
The WNHS Library was one of 40 high school libraries in Illinois to win a set of twenty two
2009 Abraham Lincoln books from the first annual Illinois School Library Media
Association/Library Book Selection Services (ISLMA/LBSS) Endowment Fund Grant. WNHS
Librarian Jeri Ramp submitted this grant proposal last spring. The books will be in the school
and ready for student use when school opens next week. Thanks to Jeri Ramp for her efforts in
obtaining this great addition to the WNHS Library.
The Board took the following action:
•
•
•

Approved the continuation of the Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of
Wheaton for two liaison patrol officers, one at each of the high schools.
Approved to re-post policy 6.210, Instructional Material, and the AR for public review
and comment for 30 days. This policy addresses R-rated movies in classrooms, and the
latest revision removes a previous ban on foreign films.
Approved to post the tentative budget for the 2008-09 fiscal year. A Public Hearing will
be held on Wednesday, September 24, 2008 with adoption to be considered at the Board
meeting following the hearing.

Next Meeting:
August 27, 2008 at the School Service Center

Wheaton Voter

September 2008

Page 10

Wheaton Voter

September 2008

Page 11

Wheaton Voter

September 2008

Page 12

Wheaton Voter

September 2008

Page 13

Wheaton Voter

September 2008

Page 14

Wheaton Voter

September 2008

Page 15

