Wheaton League of Women Voters
P.O. Box 1026
Wheaton, IL 60187
Change service requested.

The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan political organization
that encourages the informed and
active participation of citizens in
government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.

Highlights:
October 9 – Finance Drive
October 16 – Unit Meeting on Domestic Violence
October 16 – Voter Deadline
October 22 – Candidates Forum

ATTENTION MEMBERS AND
SUPPORTERS
We need your current email address so
we can notify you when a new Voter is
available online
SEE DETAILS INSIDE
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President’s Letter
October 2008
League of Women Voters Mission Statement reads as follows: “The League of Women Voters,
a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation of citizens
in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.”
I can tell you the Wheaton League has been carrying out that Mission with great enthusiasm and
commitment these days with the work of Allene Harding, Voter Service chair and her registrars.
It seems we have been called upon more than ever this year, with the high interest in the
November 4 election day approaching. Thank you to all who have traveled around our
Communities to get new voters properly registered.
In addition, the high schools in Wheaton as well as the West Chicago school will be taking part
in the Mock Student Elections soon. The DuPage Election Commission will be supplying the
actual voting machines for each school and the students will be supplying student judges along
with our league representatives help. Thanks to LWVIL board member, Jan Dorner, the
arrangements have proceeded very well. Thanks to Denise Niesman, Joan Fefferman, Jane
Hodgkinson, Lori Miller, Liz Corry and Missey Wilhelm for taking this responsibility for our
League.
Coming on Thursday, Oct. 22nd we have our Candidates’ Forum. Gwen Wharton has made the
arrangements, found workers and engaged the candidates for what promises to be a very lively
evening. By the way, once again the Wheaton North affiliate League of Voters will be helping
fill several roles for the forum. The LOV organization is thriving well as it begins its 3rd year of
existence. Congratulations to them.
VERY IMPORTANT!!!! Thursday, October 9th is the League’s Annual FINANCE DRIVE!!!
MEET AT MISSEY WILHELM’s home at 8:30 a.m. for coffee and for our instructions and to
pair up with another leaguer to visit businesses who know we are coming to them that day and
often have their donation check ready for us. Each pair can take 5 or 6 businesses to call upon
that morning. It is a VERY easy thing to do, so PLEASE take part with another league member.
[Of course, some of us end up doing a little shopping along the way! and some of us even reward
ourselves with lunch afterwards!] The League counts on this drive to keep us afloat throughout
the year’s work. We appreciate the business community’s support for our efforts in the
Community. Many choose to place their ads in our VOTER each month so please thank them as
you shop or use their services throughout the year.
Thanks to Missey, chair, and Betty Bradshaw, Charlotte Murphy and Mary Shuemaker for
setting the drive up for us. And a huge thank you to the Community Advisory committee for
writing notes on the letters going to businesses.
By the way, speaking of earning $$$ for the League’s work, we once again are being given the
opportunity to share in the proceeds of goods purchased at the 10 Thousand Villages shop in
Glen Ellyn on DECEMBER 11th in the late afternoon. More on this later, but save some holiday
shopping for that day and shop. This is a win-win opportunity for both the league and the
crafters around the world.
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Our Salad Supper was a major success! Thank you, Barb Pape, for once again arranging a
delightful dinnertime. It was good to visit with other members once again after summertime.
Dr. Henry Allen gave us a good academic and yet practical presentation on what Affirmative
Action should look like as well as good background on the issue. He named several book titles
(listed below) which will give us more to think about as we incorporate the actions we need to
take.
O.K., as you heard from the Action group chairs, there is much on our plate! It all sounds like a
huge project for the league, but don’t forget what Margaret Mead said: “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that
ever has.”
As ever,
Jan

ANNOUNCEMENTS
There will not be a candidate debate for Cong. # 6, Morgenthaler/Roskam. We did not receive
word from the Roskam campaign as to their availability. All Leagues in this District, including
the Wheaton League, were working on the debate arrangements with Elmhurst League as chair.
Thursday, October 2 at 6:30 p.m. there will be a candidate forum sponsored by the Voices for
Illinois Children Leadership Committee of DuPage. The Wheaton League is one of the co
sponsors. This will be held at the DuPage County Health Dept. building.
The Regional Office of Education is holding the 2nd Civic Education Summit for DuPage High
School students. The event will take place on Nov. 7th at the County Administration building.
We have been involved on the steering committee and League members Darlene Ruscitti and her
assistant, Olga Rammer, have been terrific leaders as the committee plans this unique event to
put Civic Education on the front burner for high school students. More to come next month.
October is Domestic Violence Awareness month. Not only is the League having a discussion
around this issue in our Oct. meeting, but we also are looking into a DV court-watching project
being assembled by the DuPage Federation on Human Services Reform. Interested? Several
members have shown interest in this. Please contact Jan K. jantomkay @ comcast.net or 6650250.
Dr. Allen’s Reading List:
Newfield, Christopher - Unmaking the Public
University
Goleman, Daniel - Social Intelligence
Bok, Derek and Howard Bowen. - The Shape
of the River
Kozol, Jonathan. - The Shame of the Nation.
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Massey, Douglas (and Nancy Denton) American Apartheid
Page, Scott - The Difference
Ehrenberg, Ronald (ed.) - What's Happening to
Public Higher Education?
Buchanan, Mark - Nexus
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2008/2009 FINANCE DRIVE
Leaguers, we need your help. The 2008/2009 Finance Drive is coming up quickly and we need
all of our Wheaton League members to help in some way. We would like to make this our best
drive yet, but simply cannot do it without YOU! The date of the drive is Thursday, October 9th.
Your help is needed in canvassing local business or making a monetary contribution to the
League.
If you are unable to assist in our solicitation efforts, please remember that monetary
contributions are another very important way of showing your support for League activities. In
the next few weeks, you will receive a letter in the mail asking you to give.
Please let us know your intentions by returning the form below indicating your willingness to
help solicit Wheaton business on Thursday, October 9th or with your contribution to the drive.
Simply make checks payable to the League of Women Voters of Wheaton, indicate “finance
drive” on the front of your check and mail your check and the form below to the following
address:
League of Women Voters of Wheaton
LWV Finance Drive
P. O. Box 1026
Wheaton, IL 60187
Thank you for your support!
Jan Kay
President

Missey Wilhelm
Finance Drive Chair

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
_____

YES! I will help call on businesses for your finance Drive on October 9th.

_____
I am unable to help call on businesses, but enclosed is my contribution of $_____
to support the Finance Drive.
____________________________________________________
Name
____________________________________________________
Address
____________________________________________________
Telephone number
Please return your form ASAP to the address above if you are willing to help call on businesses.
It would be lovely to receive your donation by the week of 10/15 – remember to indicate
“finance drive” on your check.

Wheaton Voter

October 2008

Page 5

Candidates' Forum
The Wheaton League of Women Voters will be having a Candidates’ Forum on Wednesday,
October 22, 2008. It will be held at the Wheaton Park District Community Center located at
1777 S. Blanchard Rd. The evening begins at 6:30 P.M. with coffee and refreshments, followed
by the Forum at 7:00 P.M. It will end about 9:00 P.M.
Invited candidates include those from the 23rd and 48th Legislative Districts; 42nd, 45th, 55th and
95th Representative Districts; all County offices; County Board District 4 and 6; and the 18th
Judicial Circuit.
Anyone interested in helping, please contact Gwen Wharton at 630-668-5759. We need members
to greet and direct people, collect question cards, and bring cookies.
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VOTER Goes Green
The Wheaton VOTER is going green. In 2009, the LWV will begin publishing an
electronic version of the VOTER on our website. Why?
To reduce our carbon footprint.
To reduce our costs.

•
•

Our goal is to eliminate printing and mailing, thus reducing the costs to the
environment of producing, printing and delivering thousands of pieces of paper
each month. Of course, we will also reduce our costs for printing and postage,
which currently amount to ~25% of our budget. This money could then be used for
voter education and services, a much better use of the funds.
WE NEED YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS to notify you via email when
a new Voter is available online at www.wheatonlwvil.org. We have email
addresses for ~99% of our members already. If you get the Action Alert, and Jan
Kay’s messages, we have your address. BUT
If you have a household membership, send Roberta a 2nd email
address if you each want the E-Voter.
2. If you are not a member and want the E-Voter, send an email to
Roberta.
3. If you are an advertiser, we will offer you the option of receiving your
VOTER via email when we contact you during our upcoming finance
drive. Or send an email to Roberta now.
4. Send your emails to robertajacobson@comcast.net. Put “LWV
EVOTER” in the subject line.
Include:
•
Your Name
•
Your preferred email address
•
Your position (i.e., Member, State Senator, Bank President, Advertiser,
etc.)
•
Your mailing address
•
Your phone number
1.
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WORK GROUPS MONTHLY SYNOPSIS
Diversity

Frank Goetz

The Diversity team met in August and discussed various strategies for reaching out to a diverse
community. We decided to contact a number of churches – Black, Latino, Korean, and Chinese
churches and Mosques – and service organizations such as People’s Resource Center to
introduce ourselves and extend an offer of voter registration service from the Wheaton League.
Some of us participated in the Islamic Foundation Iftar Dinner. We will continue to brainstorm
ways to build relationships among the various groups throughout the area we serve.
We are extending an open invitation to all League members who would like to reach out to
diverse groups in DuPage to consider joining our team. If you would like to know more about
our team, please call Frank Goetz.
Environment

Diane Niesman

The Environment Work Group will sponsor a raffle for "green practices" at each monthly
meeting.
Jan Kay's Letter to the Editor thanking the Wheaton City Council for voting for environmentally
friendly pavers in an alley was published in the Daily Herald on 8/13/08.
REMINDER: Batteries, obsolete c-phones, chargers, or any small electronic device will be
collected at all general meetings
Healthcare

Sue Davison

Members of the committee met on 8/25/08. We reviewed web-based resources of information
about health care reform. A favorite site currently is that of the Kaiser Family Foundation,
www.kff.org; however, we plan to monitor a broad spectrum of health policy views available on
the internet. We will also attend some of the meetings related to health care access held in our
local area during the fall.
The recent LWVUS Convention made health care reform a league priority. We expect health
care issues will be prominent when the next Congress convenes and the next President and his
cabinet take office early next year. Since we are responsible for the Wheaton League’s March
19, 2009 unit meeting, we hope that we can tap into national health care policy issues via
LWVUS. We are eager to hear whether an application from our League to assist the newlyforming LWVUS Health Care Education Team is successful.
Current members are following the emerging health care planks of both parties’ platforms.
These include:
•
•

National efforts to enact parity for mental health care insurance coverage (related to the
LWVIL mental health position);
Local, state and federal emergency preparedness with respect to a possible influenza
pandemic;
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•
•

Efforts to establish an Office of the National Nurse to encourage health promotion and
the prevention of chronic disease;
And the DuPage County Health Department (as part of our league’s local health care
position).

Over the coming months we expect to welcome new members, and their availability and
preferences may change our calendar. The committee currently meets at 7 P.M. on the fourth
Tuesday of the month. Contact Sue Davison for details.
Housing

Kathy Kregor

Wheaton is at an exciting crossroad as the council seeks to address housing issues. Put your ideas
to work by joining the Housing Workgroup. We meet the third Wednesday at noon at the
Peoples’ Resource Center beginning in October (then every other month). Please contact Kathy
Kregor if you have any questions.
Our focus this year, in support of the League’s affordable housing position, is:
1. Getting policies in place that support our position, by working with city officials and the
Housing Commission.
2. Facilitating education and advocacy efforts within the community and Wheaton League
by identifying possible audiences for the group: Homeownership: Benchmark for a Vital
Community. Their speakers’ bureau does presentations on affordable homeownership
needs and solutions in DuPage
3. Selecting appropriate housing advocacy alerts; getting approval from the Wheaton LWV
President, and requesting distribution from the Action Chair.
4. Creating a check list of information we need to review about affordable housing project
proposals, before recommending any such proposal for League support.
League at Wheaton North Travis Steele, President
Wednesday September 4th was the first meeting of the League of Voters. There was a big
turnout. We have some projects underway: a mock election, voter registration, policy debates,
and many other things. We look forward to an exciting and eventful year.
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Wheaton City Council Highlights
http://www.wheaton.il.us/government/councilhighlights/2008/default.aspx?id=360
Meeting: Sept. 15, 2008
Wheaton Congratulates Olympic Gold Medalist
Mayor Michael Gresk presented a proclamation to Sean Rooney, a Wheaton Warrenville South
High School graduate, for winning an Olympic Gold Medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.
Rooney is part of the U.S. men’s volleyball team, which won a gold medal on Aug. 24, 2008,
defeating Brazil for the first medal by a U.S. men’s volleyball team since 1988. He began
playing volleyball while attending Wheaton Warrenville South, and has since played at
Pepperdine, in the Korean League and for a Russian team. Rooney thanked the Council for the
recognition and stated that he is very proud to be from Wheaton.
Earth Summit Awareness Week is Sept. 15-22
Sister Shelia Kinsey of the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters accepted a
proclamation making Sept. 15-22 Earth Summit Awareness Week in
Wheaton. The Wheaton Franciscan Campus, 26W171 Roosevelt Road, will
host the Earth Summit Climate Change Festival from 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 11. The community is invited to attend to celebrate local
environmental efforts and explore options to further this effort.
Vote on Home Rule Sales Tax Postponed
The City Council has been discussing a possible increase in the Home Rule Sales Tax rate since
2005 to help balance the difference between rising expenditures and falling revenues in the
City’s finances. If approved, the proposed increase would raise the Home Rule Sales Tax rate
from 0.5 percent to 1 percent. The Council decided to postpone voting on the ordinance because
of two City Council members’ absence. A Special City Council Meeting has been called for
Monday, Sept. 22, for the Council to vote on the ordinance. Mayor Gresk encouraged residents
to visit the City’s website, www.wheaton.il.us, to view meeting agendas and minutes and to sign
up for Email Updates to have information delivered by email.
Residents Appointed to Commissions
The Wheaton City Council appointed Steve Hanika to the Sesquicentennial Commission for a
term ending Dec. 31, 2009, and appointed Chris Wehr to the Sister City Commission for a threeyear term.
Council Discusses Wheaton College Building Project
The City Council discussed a report from the Planning and Zoning Board regarding Wheaton
College’s application to build a new science building at University Place and Howard Street. At
a previous public hearing, residents expressed concerns about an increase in traffic that could
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occur as a result of the project. The City is currently performing a traffic study and working with
the college to address possible issues. The Planning and Zoning Board recommended approval of
the application contingent on several conditions, as the board and City staff believe the traffic
issue is not directly related to the new building and should not hinder the approval of the
application. An ordinance will be prepared for the Council to vote upon.
Council Approves Firefighters Union Contract
The City Council approved an agreement with the Wheaton Firefighters Union for a five-year
contract. The provisions include adjusted health insurance premiums, wage adjustments, a
change in the longevity payment period and post-employment health plans.
Council Amends Agreement for Intersection Engineering
The City Council approved a resolution amending the agreement with the Illinois Department of
Transportation and DuPage County for preliminary engineering at Roosevelt Road and County
Farm Road. The agreement shares the cost for engineering studies for proposed improvements at
the intersection. The proposed changes would include widening the intersection to add turn lanes
and improved vehicular and pedestrian access to St. Francis High School, among other
improvements. The amendment was needed to fund additional costs associated with the
engineering study.

Board of Education Highlights
http://www.cusd200.org/board_of_education/highlights.htm
September 10, 2008 - School Service Center
Public Hearing
A public hearing was held on the District’s intention to request modification to State Code to
allow students to attend school in District 200 on Veteran’s Day. The hearing is part of the
process required by the State in seeking such a modification. District 200 has held school on
Veteran’s Day for many years and has celebrated Veterans and their service throughout the
District. This modification of the Code would be for five years.
Superintendent Report
Dr. Drury encouraged people to go to the District’s Website, www.cusd200.org, and view a
speech presented by 2008 WWSHS graduate, Mark Schmidt, entitled, “A Graduate’s
Perspective”. Mark addressed new teachers joining District 200 this year at their induction
session. His comments reflect his experiences as a student in District 200 and underscore the
impact that teachers have on the students they serve. This is a powerful message that everyone
should hear.
Staff and students from host school, Sandburg Elementary, shared with the Board their work
with technology. They demonstrated the use of “remote clickers”, a new technology devise that
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allows students to respond to teacher posed questions through the use of an electronic, wireless
key pad. The device records answers to questions and instantly gives feedback to the students
and teacher. This technology allows teachers to immediately see how many students have
answered the questions, which questions were answered correctly and informs the teacher what
concepts have been mastered and what topics may need more instruction. The Board members
took part in a simulation of the “clickers” with help from Sandburg students. Presenting this new
instructional tool for the Board were Sandburg fifth grade teachers, Margo Brown, Ben Huggins,
and LLC Director Kristin Northrup.
The Board took the following action:
Approved the list of Serious Safety Hazard studies that have been filed with the Illinois
Department of Transportation. There is one addition to the list which otherwise remains
the same as last year.
Next Meeting: September 24, 2008 at Wiesbrook Elementary School
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